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Making a Garden Potting Bench 
 
You will need to cut your pop sticks as listed below 
Please note measurements are approx only. 
 

Table top 5 long pieces of wood (104mm)  + 1 short piece (87mm) 
 

Back Legs 2 long pieces of wood (98mm) 
 

Front legs 2 short pieces of wood (75mm) 
 

Side frames 4 short pieces of wood (45mm) 
 

Front & Back frames 4 long pieces of wood (95mm) 
 

Lower slats 7 small pieces of wood (58mm) 
 

Pickets  9  pointed sticks – varied heights.  
 (Can you thinner basswood if available) 
 1 x 75mm 
2 x 60mm 
2 x 57mm 
2 x 50mm 
2 x 45mm 
 

Tools Needed 
 
Ruler  
Mini Coping Saw (optional) or Stanley Knife 
Small Mitre (optional) 
PVC Wood Glue 
Paint or Varnish (optional) 
Sandpaper Fine 
Work Mat 
 

Instructions  
 

 Build your side frames first  (fig. 2 & 3) 

 Glue front and back supports (fig. 4) 

 Glue single top back shelf to tall supports and top of bench sticks horizontally. (fig. 5) 

 Glue bottom slats vertically with a space between each slat (fig 6) 

 Sand edges to round them off when glue is dry. 

 Glue fence pickets along the back of the table placing the centre picket first making sure the 
picket is centred - place and glue the support piece behind the pickets. 

 

*Do not get glue on craft wood where visible as the glue will not varnish. Lightly sand glue off if 
painting or staining. 
*Use your eyes (and/or ruler) to check that everything is straight or centred at each stage as this 
will insure your finished bench is aligned. 
 

  



GARDEN POTTING BENCH INSTRUCTIONS 

 

  1 – Using your own Pop Sticks 

(optional) 

 

  2 – Line-up sides with 

cutting mat or ruler – making sure supports are opposite. 
 

  3 – Check both sides are level 

 

 



  4 – Attach front and back 

supports 

  5 – Lay top shelf on tall back supports. 

Start laying top of bench from front - overlapping front by approx 2mm. 

 

  6 – Lay bottom shelf leaving small 

even spaces between each stick.  Glue picket pieces as per instructions. 

 

 


